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Applicant/Owner:  Michael Stern, 46898 197th St, Bruce, SD 57220 

Legal Description:  “E1700’ Exc W1400’ of E1700’ of S670’ of S1/2 SE1/4 of Sec. 4, 

T112N, R50W (Eureka Township)” 

2016var009:  Michael Stern has applied for a front yard variance to build a 32’ wide x 40’ 

long shop, 116 feet from the center of 197th St (Brookings County gravel road) and 112 feet 

from the center of 469th Ave (Eureka Township road).  197th St and 469th Ave have a 33 feet 

Right of Way (ROW). A variance distance of 17 feet on 197th St and 21 feet on 469th Ave.  His 

existing shed and residence meet the setback requirements. He would like to build his new 

shop where an existing old out building is located. The proposed new building would be the 

same distance from the road as the existing building. Mr. Stern’s building site is long and 

narrow. There is a telephone line located between the north side of the driveway and his 

house, limiting his building options. 

 The Brookings County Board of Adjustment did grant this same variance request on 

June 2nd 2009, 2009var010, he did not use it within 3 years, so he is now reapplying. 

Brookings County Zoning Ordinance, Article 11:00 “A” Agricultural District – Area 

Regulations - # 2; Front Yard – The minimum depth of the front yard shall be one hundred (100) 

feet. A corner lot will have two front yards. 

Hardship:  The hardship to consider 1) is the shape and size of lot, 2) location of existing 

telephone line. 

The Board of Adjustment has granted similar variances in the past:   

April 5th, 2016:  2016var005:  hoop barn 88 feet from the center of a township road. 

June 24th, 2013:  2013var013: shed 110 feet from the center of a township road. 

November 5th, 2013:  2013var020: shed 80 feet from the center of a township road. 

April 3rd, 2012:  2012var006:  garage 112 feet from the center of a county road 

 

Public notices were published in the Brooking Register on April 19th and 26th, 2016 and 

Volga Tribune on April 21st and 28th, 2016. 

Letters were sent to the adjoining landowner’s, Eureka Township Chairman and Clerk. 

Granting the variance request would allow the applicant have the same benefit as 

others in the area with similar hardships. 

Denying the variance request would be maintaining the Agricultural Zoning Ordinance 

Setback requirements. 
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