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2020var006 – June 2, 2020  
Prepared by Richard Haugen 

  

Applicant/Owner:  Todd and Rachel Smidt, 53 Oakwood Shoreline Dr, Bruce, SD 57220 

 

 Legal Description:  “Lot 35 DeBoer’s Lake Tetonkaha West Subdivision in Govt Lots 1, 4, 5 

and 6 in Section 7, T111N, R51W (Oakwood Township)” 

 

Brookings County Zoning Ordinance:  Article IV District Requirements: Chapter 4.03 “LP” 
Lake-Park District: Section 4.03.03. Density, Area and Yard Regulation (Minimum Lake Front).   

 
 2020var006:   Todd and Rachel Smidt, have applied for a variance to build a 16’ x 

28’ attached covered deck onto their existing residence. The outer support post of the 
proposed deck is; 27’ on the north end from the highest known water mark, a variance of 48’ 
and 34’ on the south end a variance of 41’. The Lake Park – Lake Front setbacks are 75 feet from 
the high water mark.  The shore line gets farther away from the structures as it goes south. The 
applicant has an existing 14’ x 20’ attached deck 22 feet from the high water mark. The 
proposed 16’ x 28’ covered deck will be farther away from the high water mark, than the 
existing deck. The proposed deck will meet the side setback of 8 ‘. The applicants will be doing a 
cabin remodel that will include an attached garage and a second story addition above the 
current residence. The remodel additions will meet all setback requirements. The variance is 
needed for the covered deck. The property is located in the flood plain and will need to follow 
the flood plain building requirements. The lake lots and cabins have been existed on Lake 
Tetonkaha (aka Lake Oakwood) since the 1930’s and 40’s prior to zoning requirements. 
DeBoer’s Lake Tetonkaha West Subdivision was originally platted in 1984, it re-platted in June 
of 2003, when the original road was vacated and relocated.  

The “Brookings County Comprehensive - Plan Future Land Use-Developed Lakes Future 
Land Use” found on page 58 –In paragraph two: “It is likely that the established developed 
areas of Lake Campbell, Lake Hendricks, Lake Tetonkaha, and Lake Poinsett will experience 
continued development in varying degrees. While non-lake front growth potential exists for all 
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of the able lakes; significant lake front area is appropriately zoned, and subdivided in some 
cases, adjacent to Lake Tetonkaha, Lake Hendricks, and Lake Campbell.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 Letters were sent to the adjoining landowners and Oakwood Township Chairman and 

Clerk. 

The public notices were published in the Brookings Register on May 19 & 26, 2020 and 

the Volga Tribune on May 21 and 28, 2020. 

 



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
TO 

ZONING REGULATIONS 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 1 2020 

BROOKINGS
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT

Date of Application: Variance Number: � 0 ;;J.{) VCtir-{X)b 

To: Brookings County Board of Adjustment 
520 3 rd St, Suite 200 
Brookings, South Dakota 57006 

A.) I/We, the undersigned property owner (s), do hereby petition the Board of 
Adjustment of Brookings County, South Dakota, to grant a Variance to the 
Brookings County Zoning Regulations for the purpose of: 

B.) Section(s) of Zoning Regulations to be exemp_ted: . , ,. ,, u 
Ar-hclo< l� D

iJ
tr-,c...+ R.vbu:ore-��- � 'f',,t} � i�P 

C.) Special conditions and circumstances that exist which are peculiar to the land, 
structure, or buildings in the same district: that literal interpretation of the provisions 
of this regulation would deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other 
properties in the same district under terms of this regulation: that the special 
conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant, and 
that granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant, and privilege 
that is denied by this regulation to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same 
district. 
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Front of cabin. Looking 
east from road. North 
property line.

Looking east from road. 
Existing cabin.

2020var006:  Todd & 
Rachel Smidt

Looking east at south 
property line.

Wheel at 16’, 
location of 
outer support 
post of 
proposed deck, 
27’ from high 
water mark.



Looking west from lake shore. 
Wheel at 8’ property line.

Looking west from lake shore. 
Wheel at south property line.

Looking north along shoreline.

Looking north. Wheel at 
16’, location of outer 
support post of proposed 
deck. 34’ from high water 
mark.




