
 
2026var001 
Staff Report 
February 3, 2026 
  
 

BROOKINGS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
Planning, Zoning and Drainage / Emergency Management 

Brookings City & County Government Center 

520 3rd Street, Suite 110 

  Brookings, SD  57006 

(605) 696-8350           
E-Mail:  zoning@brookingscountysd.gov 

 
Brookings County Board of Adjustment 
February 3, 2026 – 7:00 PM meeting 
 

2026var001 – February 3, 2026 
 
Prepared by Richard Haugen 

Applicant: Thielen Farms Inc. by Nate Thielen, 21717 SD Hwy 13, Elkton, SD 57026. 
 
Legal Description: “NE1/4 Exc H-1 & H-2 of Section 21, T109N, R48W (Parnell 
Township)” ~~ located at 21717 SD Hwy 13, Elkton, SD 57026. 
 
 Article IV District Requirements: Chapter 4.01 “A” Agricultural Land District: 
Section 4.01.05. Area Regulations/Easements (Single Family Residences – Minimum 
Front Yard). 
 2026var001: Thielen Farms Inc. by Nathan Thielen has applied for a front yard 
variance for a 10’ x 10’ x 100’ tall grain leg to be 40 feet from the right of way, a variance 
of 10 feet. The 20’ x 60’ cement unloading pad will be 5’ from the leg on the west side 
and 15’ from the right of way on the east side, a variance of 35’. The required setback is 
50’ from right of way for an agricultural structure. The applicant was granted variance 
2008var016 on August 5, 2008, for the existing bins to be 33’ from the right of way. The 
bins were built 50’ from the right of way, 17’ farther back then the approved variance 
distance. The farmstead/bin site is located along South Dakota Highway 13, the right of 
way is 100’ from the center of the road. The main farm driveway is 180’ north and the 
south driveway is 650’ south of the proposed grain leg/unloading pad.  
 Public notices were published in the Brookings Register on January 20 and 27, 

2026 and Elkton Record on January 22 and 29, 2026. Letters were sent to the adjoining 

landowner’s, Parnell Township Chairman and Clerk.  
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Looking south at proposed 
grain leg location.

Looking south from driveway.

Looking southwest 
into farmyard.

2026var001-Thielen 
Farms by Nate Thielen.

Looking west into farmyard.



Looking west from 
SD Hwy 13, towards 
proposed grain  leg.

Looking south, wheel at east 
side of cement pad for pit.

Looking south wheel at east 
side of proposed grain leg. 10’ 
from bin,40’ from ROW.

Looking north wheel at east side of 
proposed grain leg. 10’ from bin. 
40’ from ROW.
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