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Driveway Application requirements and South Dakota Codified Laws 
 
 
 
 
Brookings County Driveway application permit only covers Brookings County primary roads: See map below South 
Dakota Codified laws depicting Brookings County Primary Roads. If the road is located on a township road you will need 
to reach out to your perspective township officials, see attached 2021 Township officers in this case. 
 
Below are South Dakota Codified Laws regarding driveway applications Brookings County follows as standards, basically 
you will be responsible for all costs to install the driveway and drainage structure in accordance to what I as the Highway 
Superintendent approve. Brookings County does not provide the culvert in any case as the supplier does not charge 
South Dakota sales tax to culverts Brookings County purchases. 
 

 
CHAPTER 31-24 

 
HIGHWAY INTERSECTIONS AND PRIVATE ENTRANCES 

 
 

31-24-1      Duty of highway authorities to provide access to abutting property at public expense--
New construction. 
31-24-2      Approaches necessitated by highway construction--Maintenance. 
31-24-3      Limitation on number of farm entrances--Additional entrances at owner's expense. 
31-24-4      Additional entrances to property previously having more than one farm entrance--
Limitations. 
31-24-5      Construction on private property prohibited. 
31-24-6      Entrance to existing highway at owner's expense--Permit--Construction in accordance 
with approved plans. 
31-24-7      Interference with drainage--Obstruction of right-of-way. 
31-24-8      Repealed. 
31-24-9      Approaches to highway grade crossings--Failure to perform duty to provide--Petty 
offense. 
31-24-10 to 31-24-16. Repealed. 
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31-24-1. Duty of highway authorities to provide access to abutting property at public expense--New 
construction. 

If the construction, improvement, and repair of any public highway by the state, or by any county or 
township, leaves a ditch or elevation along the roadside and deprives any abutting landowner of easy and 
convenient access from the owner's land to the highway, the highway authority, except as provided by chapters 
31-7 and 31-8, shall provide the owner of the abutting tract or farm, as well as each church, school, park, 
playground, or other public building or ground, with one point of easy and convenient access to a public 
highway by constructing at the public expense, such grades, approaches, bridges, culverts, or other structures as 
may be necessary for that purpose. However, the provision authorizing construction of entrances at the expense 
of the authority having charge of the maintenance only applies to new construction. 
Source: SL 1921, ch 250; SDC 1939, § 28.0908; SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 113. 
 

 
 
31-24-2. Approaches necessitated by highway construction--Maintenance. 

Approaches required by § 31-24-1 shall be built by the highway authority constructing the highway if 
the building of such approach becomes necessary as a result of highway construction. In all cases any such 
structure, culvert, bridge, or approach so constructed shall be maintained and kept in repair by the highway 
authorities who are charged with the maintenance of the highway. 
Source: SL 1921, ch 250; SDC 1939, § 28.0908; SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 114. 
 

 
 
31-24-3. Limitation on number of farm entrances--Additional entrances at owner's expense. 

The owner, as a matter of right, is not entitled under § 31-24-1 to the construction of more than one farm 
entrance on any one tract or parcel of land at the expense of the public authority whose duty it is to maintain the 
highway. However, the owner may at the owner's expense upon making application to and receiving written 
consent of the authority construct other entrances if the entrances are constructed at the place and in the manner 
designated by the authority in its written permit. 
Source: SL 1921, ch 250; SDC 1939, § 28.0908; SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 115. 
 

 
 
31-24-4. Additional entrances to property previously having more than one farm entrance--Limitations. 

Notwithstanding § 31-24-3, if at the time of the construction, improvement, or repair of any public 
highway the abutting owner has more than one farm entrance to the highway, which entrance has been in 
reasonably constant use for more than two years prior to the new construction the owner shall be furnished a 
like number of entrances by the authority having charge of the construction, improvement, or repair, if the 
entrances do not materially add to the hazard of public travel on the highway. However, no owner of property 
adjoining the highway is entitled to more than two such entrances at the expense of the authority charged with 
the maintenance of the highway, on any one continuous half mile of adjoining property. 
Source: SDC 1939, § 28.0908 as added by SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 116. 
 

 
 
31-24-5. Construction on private property prohibited. 

No connecting structure or approach described by § 31-24-1 may be constructed by the highway 
authorities upon private property nor beyond the right-of-way line. 
Source: SL 1921, ch 250; SDC 1939, § 28.0908; SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 117. 
 

 
 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-7
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-8
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-2
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-4
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-5
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-24-1


31-24-6. Entrance to existing highway at owner's expense--Permit--Construction in accordance with 
approved plans. 

If any public highway as already constructed is of such character as to deprive the owner of the abutting 
land of easy and convenient access from the owner's land to the highway, the owner of the land may, at the 
owner's expense, except as provided by chapters 31-7 and 31-8, construct an entrance to the abutting land. 
However, no entrance may be constructed until the landowner has obtained a permit from the authority whose 
duty it is to maintain the highway for the construction of the entrance. The entrance shall be constructed in 
accordance with plans approved by the authority. The authority shall fix the width and location of the entrance 
and the entrance shall be constructed in accordance therewith. 
Source: SDC 1939, § 28.0908 as added by SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 118. 
 

 
 
31-24-7. Interference with drainage--Obstruction of right-of-way. 

No entrance may be so constructed pursuant to § 31-24-6 as to interfere with the proper and necessary 
drainage of the highway. No portion of the right-of-way of the highway other than that necessary for the 
entrance shall be occupied or used for business purposes. 
Source: SDC 1939, § 28.0908 as added by SL 1941, ch 132; SL 2010, ch 145, § 119. 
 

 
 
     31-24-8.   Repealed by SL 2010, ch 145, § 120. 

 
 
31-24-9. Approaches to highway grade crossings--Failure to perform duty to provide--Petty offense. 

Township supervisors, county commissioners, the Department of Transportation, or others having 
direction of any highway grade shall provide at every place where such grade crosses an intersecting public 
highway an easy and accessible approach to such grade on each side thereof upon each such intersecting public 
highway. The approach shall be at least twenty-four feet in width. Any officer or other person charged with the 
duty of providing approaches at an intersection, as provided in this section, who fails in the performance of the 
duty, commits a petty offense. 
Source: SL 1919, ch 218, §§ 1, 2; SDC 1939, §§ 28.0909, 28.9907; SL 2010, ch 145, § 121. 
 

 
 
     31-24-10 to 31-24-16.   Repealed by SL 2010, ch 145, §§ 122 to 128. 
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BROOKINGS COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

DRIVEWAY APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

Email to: highway@brookingscountysd.gov 

Fax:  605-696-8278 

 
Application made by __________________________________ for an entrance to be located off a Brookings County 
road.       

Location:   On _____________________ Avenue/Street; Nearest Intersection:  ____________________ Avenue/Street 

Distance from nearest intersection:  ___________________________ feet       N S E W    

Township Name: ___________________________________________ Section Number: _____________________. 

Type of Entrance:   Commercial   Residential  Farm  Other_________________ 

Width of Driveway Top:  ___________________________________________________ 

Approximate date of construction: ___________________________________________ 

NAME: _______________________________ ADDRESS: _________________________ CITY: ______________________ 

Landline:  ________________________   Mobile: _______________________ Email: _____________________________ 

Entrance Specifications 

 Minimum of 30 feet driveway top 

 4:1 end slopes 

 Minimum of 18” (new) steel culvert – no plastic or concrete 

 Only clean fill dirt – no rocks, concrete or wood 

 Minimum of 3’ of gravel for the surface – no quartzite or rock in ROW 

 Minimum of 0.2” of drop per 40’ 

 No decorative rock or landscaping on the end slopes 

 End slopes must be seeded.  SD DOT Type C Seed Mixture 

 Entrances shall be installed according to SD CL 31-24-3 

ENTRANCE TO BE BUILT AS DIRECTED BY BROOKINGS COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

CULVERT NEEDED:  YES ______ NO _______  DIAMETER: _______________ LENGTH: _______________ 

COMMENTS: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ON SITE SURVEY BY:  ____________________________________________  DATE:  __________________________ 

APPROVED BY:  ________________________________________________ DATE: ___________________________ 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT USE ONLY: 
COMMENTS: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Final Approval Upon Completion (Brookings County Highway Superintendent) 
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